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Introduction

The documents printed below relate to three social-religious 
gilds that were established about the middle of the fourteenth 
century in the parish churches of St. Martin, St. Margaret and 
All Saints, Leicester. The gild in St. Martin's was founded in 
honour oft the Precious Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, St. Mary 
and All Saints, and was known as the Corpus Christi gild; the 
one in St. Margaret's was dedicated to Jesus, St. Mary, St. Mar 
garet and St. Katharine; and that in All Saints to the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The original certificates, which may 
be seen at the Public Record Office, are partly in Anglo-French, 
partly in abbreviated Latin, and partly in the English of the 
sixteenth century. For the convenience of readers, the Latin 
and French portions have been translated by Miss E. Salisbury, 
of London, who has also transcribed the portions that are in Eng 
lish. These documents do not call for any more textual criticism 
than can be conveniently supplied in footnotes; but it may be 
useful to introduce them with a short account of the rise and 
development of English gilds, and of the historical circumstances 
by which these were affected. The Anglo-Saxon word gild 
originally meant a payment, a contribution to a common fund; 
the societies to which it came to be applied were formed for 
various social, religious, or mercantile purposes, and were 
designed to be kept going by the regular subscriptions, or con 
tributions in kind, of their members.

The earliest embodiments of the gild idea that have been 
traced in this country were the Anglo-Saxon frith gilds, small 
companies of men bound together by fixed rules and a sense of 
mutual obligation to secure justice and maintain the peace. These 
frith gilds seem at first to have confined themselves to the specific 
duties they were created to perform; but their members soon 
began to hold periodical meetings of a social character, and in 
course of time they developed a side that was definitely religious. 
The earliest indication of this advance belongs to the time of 
Athelstan, when the bishops and reeves of London decreed that,
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at the death of a gildsman, the rest of the brethren should each 
give a loaf in soul alms, and within the ensuing thirty days 
should sing, or cause to be sung, fifty psalms for the soul of the 
departed. 1

During the reign of Canute, a religious fraternity of the 
frith gildsmen of Abbotsbury was formed and endowed by a 
certain Orcy, who is said to have been a friend of the king's. The 
rules of this association prescribed that the brethren were to make 
regular offerings and to hold convivial feasts, at which no member 
should be allowed to behave rudely to another. Any gildsman 
overtaken by sickness when away from Abbotsbury, but within 
a radius of sixty miles, was to be carried wherever he might wish 
to go, and members who died within thirty miles were to be 
brought home. When a member died at Abbotsbury, all the 
brethren were to be summoned to attend his body to the minster, 
and there to offer earnest prayers for his soul. The gild was 
dedicated to St. Peter, and the reason for its foundation is thus 
stated in a clause at the end of the ordinances : '' Let us fervently 
pray to God Almighty with inward heart that He may have mercy 
on us, and also to His holy Apostle St. Peter that he may intercede 
for us and make clear our way to everlasting rest, because for 
love of him we have gathered this gild ". The rules made no 
provision for masses, either for the living or the dead; but the gild 
presented certain annual gifts to the monastery, and canon Westlake 
thought it probable that, in consideration of these, the canons 
undertook to perform such ceremonies as were demanded by the 
religious feeling of the time. 2 By the statutes of a simple religious 
association at Woodbury, which was received into fellowship with 
the monastery of St. Peter at Exeter between 1072 and 1107, 
when the see of Exeter was held by bishop Osbern, it was ordained 
that the brethren should pay annually at Easter a penny for each 
household, and after a death, whether of a brother or a sister, 
should each give a penny in soul alms. In return for these con 
tributions, the monastery engaged to perform the customary 
services. This gild is notable as being the first that is known 
to have included women in its membership. 3 The brethren of 
another Exeter fraternity of about the same period agreed to hold

ijudicia Civitatis Londonicc. 3 Ibid., 4-5. 
2Westlake, 2-4.
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three meetings a year, at each of which were to be sung two 
masses, one for the living and one for the dead. At a death each 
member was to contribute fivepence, and after a death six masses 
or six psalms. 4

The religious provisions of these early fraternities owed their 
form, as did those of all the later ones, to the general acceptance 
of the doctrine of purgatory, and to the belief that the soul's 
health in that intermediate state, as well as in this world, would 
be benefited by the masses and other ecclesiastical offices they 
were designed to promote and sustain. It was the desire to obtain 
for themselves, and for their relatives and friends, the advantages 
supposed to accrue from such observances that moved people to 
found and support gilds, which in the last two centuries of the 
middle ages became so numerous that there was no part of the 
country in which they did not abound. Some of the later frater 
nities attained to considerable social and municipal importance; 
the majority, however, were homely parochial fellowships, and 
those established in villages and the smaller towns often had to 
content themselves with maintaining single votive lights before the 
images of patron saints in their parish churches.. All had 
periodical meetings, called morningspeeches, for the transaction 
of business and the receipt of subscriptions, and most of them 
organised convivial feasts at which the members and their guests 
ate and drank together " for the nourishing of brotherly love ". 
In some fraternities, allowances of ale were made to the master 
and certain officers out of the stock provided for " the necessary 
potacions ", and the statutes of many ordain the giving of ale in 
charity to the poor. Affability and seemly behaviour were the 
general order of the day, and " all private quarrels and emulations 
were ended to the glory of God and mutual love among 
neighbours ".

In a large number of cases, the rules provide that help shall 
be given by the gild to such of the brethren and sisters as may be 
in need through calamities not brought about by their own fault. 
The devotional sentiments of the founders, and the feelings that 
prompted their consideration for distressed brethren, find 
charming expression in the rules of the gild of the Lord's Prayer 
at York: —

., 4.
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And because those who remain in their sins are unable to 
call God their father, therefore the brethren of the gild are, first 
of all, bound to shun company and businesses that are unworthy, 
and to keep themselves to good and worthy businesses. And they 
are bound to pray for the brethren and sisters of the gild, both alive 
and dead, that the living shall be able to keep the gild that they 
may deserve to win God's fatherhood, and that the dead may have 
their torments lightened. Also, they are bound to come to the 
burial services of the dead brethren and sisters of the gil'd. And 
if any one does not leave enough to meet the cost of such services, 
the rest of the brethren shall bear that cost. And if any brother 
dies and is buried away from the city, the brethren shall hold ser 
vices for him within the city of York. And it is forbidden that 
any brother of the gild shall, in the belief that he will have help 
from his brethren, be forward in getting into lawsuit or quarrel, 
or in upholding any wrongful cause whatever, upon pain of losing 
all help and friendship, or any relief from the gild. And because 
vain is the gathering of the faithful without some work of kindliness 
is done, therefore the brethren have made this ordinance : That if 
haply it befall that any of the brethren be robbed, or his goods or 
chattels perchance be burned, or1 he be imprisoned for any wrongful 
cause, or be brought to want by any visitation of God, the other 
brethren shall, for kindliness" sake, help him according to his need, 
under the guidance of the wardens of the gild, so that he may not 
haply perish through lack of help. 5

Here it is broadly stated that the assistance given shall be 
according to the unfortunate member's individual necessity, and 
it is to be! presumed that each case was carefully investigated and 
dealt with on its merits. In the statutes of many gilds, however, the 
sums to be allowed are specified, and it is often added that in cases 
of chronic distress the payments will be continued for as long a 
time as the society can afford to disburse them. In some of the 
later gilds, especially those established in populous towns, the 
rule was made that no member should be eligible for pecuniary 
benefits until he had been a regular subscriber for a stated number 
of .years. The reason for this condition seems to have been that 
the larger and more prosperous fraternities were liable to be 
exploited by persons who preferred living on any available dole 
to supporting themselves honestly by their own industry and 
thrift. The gildsmen, though actuated by the Christian principle 
of fraternal benevolence, had no intention of being* imposed upon, 
or of consorting with wasters, and it was their constant aim to 
keep undesirable men and) women out of their fellowships.

The social and civic importance of some of the later urban 
gilds may perhaps be attributed to the influence of the chartered 
mercantile brotherhoods that were first established in England

SToulmin Smith, 137-8.
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in the second half of the eleventh century. 6 These municipally 
controlled bodies, though they were primarily formed for the 
regulation of trade and the protection of local monopoly, had the 
same religious and social characteristics as the parochial frater 
nities, and were in fact adaptations of the gild form of organi 
sation to the requirements of industry and commerce, which 
under Norman rule began to be serious factors in the economy 
of favourably situated towns. One of the earliest of these asso 
ciations was the Leicester gild merchant, which in the confir 
matory charter of Robert de Meulan, the first Beaumont earl of 
Leicester, is said to have been in existence since the reign of 
Wiliam the Conqueror. 7 The only societies of the kind that 
claimed an older foundation were the gilds merchant of Lincoln8 
and Wallingford,9 which, according to their earliest surviving 
charters, granted in each case by Henry II, both dated from the 
time of Edward the Confessor. Similar brotherhoods are known 
to have existed on the continent in the middle of the eleventh 
century, and it is probable that the idea of starting such institu 
tions in England was imported from Normandy. 10

As the gilds merchant included in their membership all the 
prosperous business men of the towns in which they were founded, 
and as they were under the immediate control of the official 
burgesses who governed those towns, their festivities naturally 
took on a public character, and were arranged on a much more 
liberal scale than had been possible, or would have been appro 
priate, in the case of the merely parochial fraternities. The 
rolls of the gild merchant at Leicester do not give any direct in 
formation concerning its social activities; but an idea of what 
they were like may be obtained from the records of corresponding 
bodies in other places. The merchant gildsmen of Ipswich11 
assembled once a year " familiarly to feast and refresh their 
bodies with food and dainties "; those of Yarmouth12 regaled 
themselves and their guests with " frometye, rost byffe, grene 
gese, weale, capon, pyggys, lambe, costard, spyce cake, good 
bere and ale ". During the Compotation at Andover13 , each

eGross, i, 2-5. i°/b^., i, 282 et seq.
•'Records, i, 1. "/bid., i, 33.
SGross, ii, 146. ™Ibid., ii, 279.
9/btd., ii, 224. "/bid., i, 34.
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steward received daily four gallons of ale, each cup bearer 
three gallons, each clerk two gallons, and each taster 
one gallon. At Southampton14, the alderman and steward 
were each allowed two gallons of wine every evening, 
and the chaplain, the usher and each of the skevins 
(subordinate officers of the fraternity) one gallon. The 
attraction of a bull baiting (ludus tauri) was added to the usual 
celebrations at Guildford15, and it is possible that the bull pay 
ments recorded in the rolls indicate a similar custom at the 
Leicester feasts. The 1389 return of a fraternity attached to the 
church of St. Martin at Stamford16 states that, by custom beyond 
the reach of memory, this gild, every year at Martinmas, had a 
bull which was hunted and sold immediately before the brethren 
and sisters sat down to dine. The evidence furnished by these 
records, and by others of a similar kind, goes to show that the 
gilds merchant elaborated the public and festal elements in gild 
life, and paved the way for a later municipal or quasi-municipal 
type of social-religious fraternity, of which the Corpus Christi 
gild at Leicester became a notable example.

The Leicester gild merchant started as a comprehensive 
association of local traders and craftsmen, which, as an official 
part of the borough constitution, was presided over by) the mayor 
and twenty-four jurats who ruled the town. Commercial 
developments, however, caused the old society to be gradually 
superseded in the direct control of industry by the occupations, 
or separate organisations of particular trades, that were formed 
by groups of the merchant gildsmen themselves to promote the 
interests of their specialised businesses. This process of devo 
lution did not emancipate the members of the occupations from 
the authority of the mayor and the twenty-four; but, by breaking 
up the body of the gild, it took from the mayor and jurats the 
semblance of being the committee of a single mercantile brother 
hood, and made them appear simply as the governors of the town, 
who ruled the occupations, as they did the rest of their municipal 
work, in the interests of the general community of the borough. 
Before the year 1274, the jurats, from whom the mayors were 
chosen, were elected by the community of the gild merchant;

"/bid., i, 34. isToulmin Smith, 192. 
16/bid., ii, 91 et seq.; Hartopp, xviii.
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after that date, vacancies in their number were filled by co-optation, 
and they continued for a very long time to be an exclusive 
oligarchy, supreme within the borough, but under the feudal 
lordship of the earls of Leicester. This change tended further to 
weaken the special relationship between the official burgesses 
and the gild merchant, which, from being a corporate reality, 
faded into being a mere name for the aggregate of the 
occupations17 .

The gradual supersession of the commercial side of the gild 
merchant was not peculiar to Leicester, and in some towns the 
old mercantile fellowships were reconstituted as social-religious 
fraternities, and as such retained the officially municipal character 
of the chartered associations from which they sprang. The gild 
merchant at Ipswich18 was in 1325 re-established as the social- 
religious gild of Corpus Christi, and long before 1389 the Lynn19 
gild merchant had become the social-religious brotherhood of the 
Holy Trinity, commonly described as the Great Gild of Lynn. 
Both these refounded bodies were organic parts of the municipal 
constitutions of their respective towns. The alderman of the 
Holy Trinity gild at Lynn was elected for life by the burgesses 
of that place, and it was provided by a charter of Henry V that 
this important personage should annually name four of the bur 
gesses, who were themselves to appoint eight more, and that the 
twelve thus elected should then choose the mayor and other 
municipal officers for the ensuing year. Should the, mayor happen 
to die during his term of office, the alderman of the gild was to 
take his place. When this fraternity was dissolved, its properties, 
instead of being confiscated, were transferred to the borough 
corporation20 . The chief object of the reconstituted fraternity at 
Ipswich was to keep up the annual procession on Corpus Christi 
day, when the Blessed Sacrament was ceremoniously carried 
through the streets, attended by the crafts with their pageants 
and their banners. After the procession, a festive banquet was 
held, and the spirits of the members and their friends were glad 
dened by wine, jocularity and the music of fiddles. The town

17The facts stated in this paragraph are deduced from Records, i-iii; see 
also Hartopp, x-xix, and Skillington's Leicester, 78-100.

iswestlake, 21-2 and 51-3.
is/bid., 22

s, i, 161-2.
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maintained a priest to sing and pray for all the brethren and 
sisters, and from time to time made allowances of wine and 
money towards the feastings and the general expenses. The 
municipal authorities occasionally legislated for the gild, of 
which all the burgesses of Ipswich appear to have been members. 
As a convivial civic society, the gild survived the Reformation; 
for in the reign of James I the aldermen were ordered to provide 
two dinners, which all freemen paying subsidy in the town were 
called upon to attend, with their wives, and " none other ". 21

Broadly speaking, the gild of Corpus Christi at Leicester 
may be described as the social-religious successor of what was 
left of the old gild merchant when most of that body's com 
mercial and industrial duties had been taken over by the specialised 
occupations. It did not, however, like the fraternities at Ipswich 
and Lynn, arise out of the gild merchant, nor did it attain to the 
official status reached by the gilds of the Holy Trinity at Wis- 
bech22 and St. George at Norwich 23, each of which, starting as a 
simple religious fellowship, was eventually merged in the cor 
poration of the town in which it was founded. The gild of 
Corpus Christi at Leicester began as a spontaneously formed 
parochial society, and went completely out of existence at the 
time of the general suppression of religious and social-religious 
fraternities; but from the first it was something more than an 
ordinary parish gild, and during the fifteenth century it acquired 
a semi-official character and became very closely associated with 
the municipal government24 . Its company or committee was 
made up of exactly the same kind of ruling burgesses as those 
who had been at the head of the gild merchant, and among its 
original founders were four of the earl of Leicester's adminis 
trative officers, with whom the mayor and his brethren had con 
stantly to deal in the transaction of public business. Additional 
reasons for the gild's acquiring its unique position in the borough 
are to be found in its dedication, and the fact that it was founded 
in St. Martin's, which by the end of the fourteenth century had 
established itself as the recognised official church of Leicester.
Wind., ii, 125-132. 
22Westlake, 104-8. 
23/bid., 116-19.
24For a fuller account of the gild's connection with the municipality, see 

O.T.H.
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The feast »f Corpus Christi, which falls on the Thursday after 
Trinity Sunday, was annually celebrated by carrying the Blessed 
Sacrament, enshrined in a feretory, in procession through the 
streets with as much pomp and ceremony as local conditions 
allowed. The earliest English gild known to have been formed 
for the promotion of this observance was begun in the collegiate 
church of St. Mary at Norwich25 in 1278, about fourteen years 
after the festival was inaugurated by pope Urban IV. The rules 
of this body provided for a solemn procession and mass at the 
annual feast, and each member was bound to say daily one 
antiphon of Corpus Christi, with versicle and collects. Similar 
associations were founded at Bury St. Edmunds26 in 1317 and at 
Louth27 in 1326, and in 1343 Robert Chandos and others were 
licensed by Edward III to start a gild at Coventry28 in honour 
of the Precious Body and Blood of Christ, the brethren of which 
on the feast day paraded through the town in their liveries, 
bearing eight torches about the shrine. In 1389 they possessedi 
two copes, four banners and other ceremonial accessories. Gilds 
of Corpus Christi continued to be formed in various places, and 
as time went on their possessions increased in size and magnifivf \yur 
cence, the ecclesiastical displays being often augmented by the ' ' 
pageants of the craft gilds, which were played at appointed 
stations on the route. The celebration thus came to have a civic 
as well as a religious importance, and during the fifteenth century 
the festival was regarded in many towns as the chief general 
holiday of the year.

Thomas North, in his Chronicle of the Church of S. Martin, 
infers that the procession of the Leicester gild was similar to that 
of the fraternity started by Robert Chandos and his associates at 
Coventry. In that town, he says, the canopy over the Sacrament 
was carried by four of the burgesses, and then, with what is 
stated in Sharpe's Coventry Mysteries in his mind, he expresses 
the opinion that at Leicester, "in addition to the Guild Priests, 
the clergy of the various churches, and the ecclesiastics belonging 
to the religious houses in Leicester, would join the procession 
attired in their rich copes, and would chant a processional chant

25Westlake, 49 and 201. ^Ibid., 49.
J., 49. 28/bi'd., 49 and 230.
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as they wended their way slowly and solemnly along the streets. 
And considering the intimate connection between the masters of 
the Guild and the Corporation, there is no doubt the mayor and 
his brethren, attired in their robes, and attended by the Town 
officials and the waits, would also take their places in the procession 
... In the Corpus Christi procession at Coventry were persons 

representing the Virgin Mary, who was specially provided with 
new gloves for the occasion, S. Katherine, S. Margaret, the angel 
Gabriel, St. James, S. Thomas of India, ' x other apostles ', ' viij 
virgins ', and Herod who rode on horseback ". 29 As most of the 
requisite constituents for such a procession are known to have 
been available at Leicester, North's imaginative description is 
probably correct, at any rate so far as it goes. In all likelihood 
serio-comic dramas, based upon Scriptural stories and popular 
legends of the saints, were a prominent feature of the gild's later 
celebrations.

It appears, then, that the Corpus Christi gild at Leicester, 
especially during the last century of its existence, though never 
an official body, at its yearly festivals united all classes in one 
great display of religious devotion and municipal self-respect. 
For this reason, and because of its constant association with the 
ruling burgesses, the fraternity may be said to have represented 
as complete a development of the gild idea as was possible in a 
town that possessed a local government so constituted, as the 
government of Leicester was after 1274, that it was self-sufficient 
and able to provide for its own continuance. The gild in its 
more private capacity was a fashionable club, to which all the 
people of good standing in the borough as a matter of course 
belonged.

Of the five documents presented below, the first three are 
the returns made by the wardens of the Leicester gilds of Corpus 
Christi, St. Margaret and the Assumption, in compliance with a 
writ, issued towards the end of 1388 by Richard II to the sheriffs 
of all the counties in England, of which the following is a 
translation : —

Richard, by the grace of God King of England and France 
and Lord of Ireland, to the sheriff [of the counties of Leicester and 
Warwick] greeting. For certain good and reasonable causes brought

"North, 223-4.
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and made known before us and our council in our last Parliament, 
held at Cambridge, We, strictly enjoining, command you that you 
do at once, on sight of these presents, in your full shire-mote, and 
also in all cities, boroughs, market towns and other places in your 
bailiwick, as well within liberties as without, where it shall seem 
to you best, let proclamation be made, openly an'd publicly, that 
all and every the Masters and Wardens of all gilds and brotherhoods 
whatsoever within your said bailiwick shall send up returns to us 
and our council, in our Chancery, fully, plainly and openly in 
writing, before the feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary now next [the 2nd of February, 1389], wheresoever it may be, 
as to the manner and form and authority of the foundation and 
beginning and continuance and governance of the gil'ds and brother 
hoods aforesaid : And as to the manner and form of the oaths, 
gatherings, feasts and general meetings of the brethren and sisters; 
and of all other such things touching these gilds and brotherhoods : 
Also as to the liberties, privileges, statutes, ordinances, usages and 
customs of the same gilds and brotherhoods : And moreover as to 
all lands, tenements, rents an'd possessions, whether held in mort 
main or not, and as to all goods and chattels whatsoever, to the 
aforesaid gilds and brotherhoods in any wise belonging or in expec 
tancy, and in whose hands soever such lands, tenements, rents, 
possessions, goods or chattels may now be for the use of such gilds 
and brotherhoods : And as to the true annual value of the said lands, 
tenements, rents, and possessions, and the true worth of the said 
goods and chattels : Also as to the whole manner and form of all 
and every the premisses, and of all other matters and things in any 
way concerning or touching the said gilds and brotherhoods; Upon 
pain of the forfeiture and perpetual loss of all the lands, tenements, 
rents, possessions, goo'ds and chattels aforesaid to us and our heirs. 
And that the said Masters and Wardens shall bring and lay before 
us and our said council, before the said feast of the Purification, 
the charters and letters patent, if thev have any, granted by us or 
any of our forefathers, in any way touching or concerning the 
aforesaid gilds and brotherhoods, upon pain of revocation and 
perpetual annulling of the charters and letters aforesai'd, and of all 
the liberties, immunities, privileges and grants contained in the 
charters and letters aforesaid. And that they shall be ready to do 
and undertake what shall be further ordered and appointed in the 
premisses by us and our said council by virtue of the authority given 
us by Parliament. Make known to us and our said council, in our 
said chancery, together with this writ returne'd, the days and 
places of the making of the proclamation, and the names of those 
who make it, under your seal, plainly and clearly, before the 
octaves of St. Hillary now next. And herein fail not at your peril. 
Witness ourself at Westminster, on the 1st day of November in 
the twelfth year of our reign30 .

Though the good and reasonable causes for the issue of this 
searching enquiry are not set forth iri so many words, there is no 
doubt that the chief objects of the legislature were to ascertain 
exactly what properties were held by the gilds, to bring to light 
evasions of the Statute of Mortmain31 , and to unmask any

30Toulmin Smith, 127-9.
3lThe Statute of Mortmain (De Viris Religiosis) was passed in 1279, and 

extended in 1391. The legislation of 1391 aimed at stopping the 
method, referred to in the writ of 1388, by which lands, etc., were 
held by trustees for the use of gilds and other religious corporations.
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seditious confederacies that might be posing as harmless parochial 
brotherhoods. The system of land tenure had been seriously 
disorganised by the Black Death, which, was followed by a period 
of social and political unrest, and people with interested motives 
were beginning to argue that ecclesiastical properties might 
legitimately be appropriated to meet the requirements of the state. 
That the gild companies understood the implications of the writ, 
and viewed them with considerable apprehension, is shown by the 
wording of many of the returns, which are generally defensive 
in tone, and in several districts exhibit a uniformity of phrasing 
that could only be the result of collusive agreement. At Leicester, 
the return of the Corpus Christi wardens is very much like that 
made by the wardens of the gild in St. Margaret's, and there is 
no reason to suppose that any possessions that could be safely 
concealed are disclosed in either certificate. Each of the frater 
nities had received licence from Edward III to hold lands, 
tenements and rents up to a stated amount, and in each case it 
is declared that such properties had been acquired with the intent 
to amortise them, and admitted that the intention had not been 
carried out. The St. Margaret's wardens leave it at that; but 
those of the Corpus Christi gild add that Sir Ralph Ferrers, the 
only survivor of the original company of founders, had enfeoffed 
ten responsible persons, including themselves, to repair the 
omission. As the gild of the Assumption possessed no endow 
ments, except certain rents assigned in lieu, or in part payment, 
of some of the members' ordinary subscriptions, its wardens had 
nothing to extenuate32 . However, though trouble seemed to be 
foreshadowed by the writ, no action was taken against the frater 
nities, which steadily increased in number and importance until 
their final suppression in the reign of Edward VI.

In September, 1392, Richard II, by letters patent issued at 
Beverley, empowered William Humberston and John Cook the 
younger, two of the ten brethren of the company enfeoffed by Sir 
Ralph Ferrers, to assign to the chaplains of the Corpus Christi gild 
and their successors certain properties that had been valued by the

32The wardens appear to imply that these assignations ought not to be 
regarded as infringements of the mortmain laws.
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escheator's jury^at £19 16s. the year33 . Soon after this adjust 
ment, which seems to have put new life into the fraternity, a 
gildhall of three bays was erected on a piece of land adjoining 
St. Martin's churchyard on the west. Some fifty years after 
wards, this hall was lengthened by the addition of two westerly 
bays, and a second hall, at right angles to the extension, was built 
about the end of the fifteenth century. By this time, the gild 
had grown into such close alliance with the local government 
that its great hall was regularly used for the principal meetings 
of the ruling body, which after 1489 consisted of the mayor, the 
twenty-four jurats or " brethren of the mayor", and forty-eight 
common councillors who were elected, and could be dismissed at 
will, by the said mayor and his brethren. The gild was dissolved 
in 1548; but the town meetings, apparently with no sanction but 
that of custom, continued to be held in its hall until 1563, when 
the building, to which various subsequent additions and alterations 
were made, was purchased by the borough from Mrs. Cecily 
Pickerell, of Norwich, who had acquired it from the Crown a day 
or two before she reconveyed it. The later history of the Corpus 
Christi gild, whose altar was at the east end of the great south aisle 
of St. Martin's church, has been told elsewhere, and no useful 
purpose would be served by repeating it here34 .-

In the middle ages, St. Margaret's, in which the gild of St. 
Mary, St. Margaret and St. Katharine had its altar, was the parish 
church of an extra-mural eastern suburb, commonly called the 
Bishop's Fee, which was under the manorial lordship of the 
bishops of Lincoln. That by the end of the fifteenth century 
the gild of St. Margaret had acquired a standing in this district

33O.T.H., 36, and North, 192. As North knew nothing of the writ of 
1388, he misconceived the wardens' reason for making their return, 
and consequently failed to understand the transactions in which 
William Humberston and John Cook were concerned on the gild's 
behalf. In August, 1392, John of Gaunt, " for £20 to be paid by 
Henry of Beeby and Roger Braunston ", granted licence to Humber 
ston and Cook to " give and assign one messuage, four shops and 
six cottages with appurtenances, which are held of us within our 
aforesaid town [of Leicester] by fealty only, .... to Sirs Roger 
Baker of Willoughby, John Cooper of Fretton, Ric. Kirkewode and 
Will. Dekunof Beeby, chaplains, to have to them and their successors 
(chaplains) celebrating divine service in the church of St. Martin of 
Leicester for ever ". This licence to hol'd in mortmain appears to 
have been preparatory to the king's grant by letters patent.

34See O.T.H., where the facts stated in this paragraph are given in a more 
extended form.
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that was in some respects comparable to that of the Corpus Christi 
gild in the borough proper is shown by the fact that, when two 
new fairs were granted to Leicester by Henry VIII, the gilds of 
Corpus Christi and St. Margaret each subscribed ten pounds 
towards the cost of the charter. These handsome contributions 
were so gratefully appreciated by the municipal authorities that 
they caused them to be " inrowlyd or regestyrd in the towne 
boke there to remayne as a memoryall for ever ", 35

The second item in the Augmentation Office certificate of the 
gild of St. Margaret concerns " the farm of the ' Haule ' of the 
same gild together with 2 chambers wherein 2 chaplains of the 
gild aforesaid now [1547-8] dwell and 1 garden with an orchard ". 
Though no part of this gildhall appears to have survived, its 
situation may be approximately determined by certain testament 
ary references, for which I am indebted to Mr. A. W. Reed, who 
has made abstracts from many of the documents of the old pre- 
bendal court that was held in St. Margaret's church until as 
recently as 1857. William Borrows, of Leicester, barber surgeon, 
in his will, of which administration was granted to Anne Hol- 
bech, wife of Walter Holbech, of the borough of Leicester, 
gentleman, on the 15th of October, 1726, refers to " my garden 
called Guildhall garden ". Walter Holbech, of the Bishop's Fee, 
near the borough of Leicester, mercer, in his will dated 31 
January, 1741, describes what appears to be the same property 
as " my garden in the Church Gate called Gild Hall garden 
adjoining to the Parsonage house ". John Clarke, of Leicester, 
baker, who made his will on the 29th of March, 1794, mentions 
" my orchard on the eastern side of the Church Gate Leicester 
known by the name of the Guild Hall orchard and adjoining to 
the orchard of the Rev. Mr. Burnaby [then vicar of St. Mar 
garet's] in my own occupation ". As St. Margaret's vicarage 
stands to the south of the church, on the east side of Church 
Gate, we know pretty well where the hall must have been.

The fraternity of the Assumption probably never had a gild- 
hall, but hired a place for meetings and feasts, as the Corpus 
Christi gild did in its early days, and as the gild merchant had 
done before the original merchant gildhall was erected in 1274.

35Rccords, iii, 45.
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The only other known parish fraternity of the fourteenth century 
in Leicester was the gild of St. Michael, to which Thomas Beeby, 
whose will was proved at Liddington in 1384, bequeathed a 
legacy36 . This fellowship was in existence in 1361, when a 
messuage was conveyed from Thomas Fisher to " Sir Will, of 
Birstall, chaplain, and Rob. of Belgrave, skinner, brethren of the 
gild of St. Michael Leicester and their heirs and assigns" 37 
The gild of St. John, founded in the church of St. John's 
hospital, was not a parochial society, and the gild of 
St. George, which was founded in St. Martin's, had a 
gildhall on the east of the churchyard and received municipal 
support, does not appear to have been started much before 1499, 
when a borough ordinance concerning its maintenance was 
enacted38 . By an ordinance of 1523, it was decreed that all 
future masters of the fraternity should cause the George to be 
ridden, " according to the olde aunciente custome ", between St. 
George's day and Whitsunday, under a penalty of five pounds39 . 
The certificates that follow are the only documents of their kind 
relating to Leicestershire that are known to have survived.

36Alfred Gibbons, Early Lincoln Wills (Lincoln, 1888), 31.
^Records, ii, 399.
38/bzd., ii, 355.
39/bzd., iii, 24-5. The altar of this gild was at the west end of the great

south aisle of St. Martin's church, which is now the cathedral of
the new diocese of Leicester.



Corpus Christi Record

Chancery Miscellanea 39/71
Translation 

(French)
LEYCESTRE

This is the certificate by Henry de Beby1 and Thomas 
Wakefield2 of Leycestre wardens of the fraternity founded 
in honour of the Precious Body of our Lord Jesus Crist 
and his sweet mother saint Mary and All Saints in the 
church of saint Martyn of Leycestre.

Firstly Rauff de Ferrers3 chivaler John Hayward4 of Ley 
cestre receiver Gilbert le Avener5 John Porter6 clerk Geoffrey 
de Kent7 Roger de Knyhtcote8 John Martyn John de Elmeshale

JHenry Beeby, one of an important family of mercers, was mayor of 
Leicester three times, arid three times represented the borough in 
parliament. Records, ii, 448 and 461.

2Thomas Wakefield was twice mayor and three times burgess in parlia 
ment. Ibid., ii, 448 and 461.

3Sir Ralph Ferrers, who died in 1391 or 1392, was a younger son of 
William Ferrers, knight, of Groby. He appears in the Close rolls, 
as a witness to charters, in association with Simon Pakeman, the 
earl of Leicester's steward from 1340 to 1346. O.T.H., 28.

4John Hayward, alias Wainhonse, alias Cook, the earl's receiver, was 
four times mayor of Leicester, represented the borough in parlia 
ment from 1348 to 1351, and held the post of earl's bailiff from 
1366 to 1375. He belonged to a wealthy Leicester family, and was 
perhaps the most important jurat of his time. Ibid., 29.

5Gilbert Avener, a burgess of the same type as Hayward, was earl's 
bailiff from 1343 to 1350. The name Avener was originally a trade 
description; the word means a purveyor of oats. Ibid., 29.

6John Porter was probably the man of that name who entered the gild 
merchant in 1329, at the same time as " Joh. fil. Willelmi de 
Waynhous ", i.e., John the receiver. Ibid., 30.

'Geoffrey Kent was mayor for the third consecutive year when the 
Corpus Christi gild was founded, and he filled the same office 
again three times between 1349 and 1355. Ibid., 31.

8Roger of Knightcote (Knighton), mercer, served twice as mayor and 
once as burgess in parliament. The rest of the founders belonged 
to the same prosperous, office-holding class. 7bt|d., 31 and 32.
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Richard Leverych Thomas de Beby John Cui9 the elder John 
de Louseby the elder and William de Dunstable ordained and 
commenced the said fraternity upon the articles below written 
and in the following manner.

In the name of God Amen10 This is the foundation of the 
fraternity begun in honour of the solemn feast of the conse 
cration of our Lord Jesus Crist and his blessed and precious body 
and blood and of his glorious mother the Virgin Mary and all 
the saints of heaven by the grace of the Holy Spirit and by the 
good devotion of the founders who by one consent and one will 
ordained in amendment of their lives and for the salvation of their 
souls! and [the souls] of their ancestors to wit of their fathers and 
mothers and all their friends and the souls of their successors 
and all their friends who should after this time sustain the said 
fraternity that all the articles and ordinances by them made in 
sustentation of the said fraternity should be firmly guarded and 
kept by them and by their successors without any contradiction 
for ever And this foundation was first begun on the said feast11 
in the year of our said Lord Jesus Crist one thousand three 
hundred forty and three when by common consent and one will 
agreed between them they ordained and granted for themselves 
and for their successors to sustain and maintain the articles and 
ordinances of their foundation in the following manner.

It is likewise ordained by common consent of all the founders 
that they have a chaplain singing a public mass18 for all those of 
the fraternity and for all its benefactors and for the quick and 
the dead and especially for all those who first began this frater 
nity and for the souls of their ancestors and for all those who 
after this time shall sustain and maintain it so that the names 
of the founders be written on a table before the chaplain and 
named13 every day at his mass and let the chaplain whosoever 
he may be henceforth be charged herewith.

swherever the name Cui (= Cook) occurs. North gives it as " Ive ", a 
surname that does not appear in the records of Leicester until 
1595-6, when William Ive, vintner, a stranger, entered the gild 
merchant. Hartopp, 93.

10These words are in Latin.
nThe feast of Corpus Christi was celebrated on the Thursday after 

Trinity Sunday; in 1343 this was the 12th of June.
12" chauntant de la co\mmvn\e "
13" name " (interlined).
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It is likewise provided and agreed that every one of them 
have a torch of pure wax14 to carry in honour of God and the 
solemn feast of the consecration of the blessed flesh and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Crist and that such torch be saved for the 
whole of the following year and if it happen15 that any of the 
brethren of the fraternity be called to God at whatever hour it 
may be every one shall come to the dirge16 and likewise to the 
mass on the morrow with his torch.

It is likewise ordained and agreed that the aforesaid 
founders have the supreme keeping and ordering of matters 
and points touching the said fraternity all their lives without 
gainsaying of those who shall in the future be received 
into this fraternity And likewise they will that at such time 
henceforth as any one of them shall die by the will of God the 
twelve shall elect one of the community who is suitable and 
gracious17 to take his place.

Likewise it is ordained that if any one of the fraternity fall 
into poverty or sickness whereby he cannot earn his living it 
is agreed that he be aided by the community according as the 
company may be able to agree until he be cured of his sickness 
or his poverty and that those of the fraternity shall severally 
visit him at their will and observe him to be such as is afore said.

It is likewise ordained and agreed that every year18 at the 
feast of the consecration account be rendered of how much has 
been received by levy from the community And likewise of 
how much has been spent for the community and that which 
may remain shall be at the ordering of the supreme wardens 
and that on this day election be made of those who shall be 
wardens or receivers for the coming year and, if there be any 
reasonable cause of impediment whereby they cannot make that 
election on this day then they shall perform it at least within 
a fortnight afterwards.

It is likewise provided and agreed that all those pf the 
fraternity assemble themselves in a certain place according as 
they shall be notified at three terms of the year to have converse

i4" cire honeste ". 17" comienable et tretable ". 
is" et si auiegne " (interlined). 18" an " (interlined). 
16" le dirige ".
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about their common affairs to wit at the feasts of All Saints 
Christmas and Pentecost and that every one who is of the 
fraternity for himself bring with him his share without further 
delay.

It is likewise agreed and ordained that if it happen that any 
one who is received into the fraternity be an evildoer evilspeaker 
or an offender against the articles of their foundation and be 
twice warned by the rulers of the fraternity and will not submit 
to justice and the third time be convicted of trespass before the 
company that then he be removed from the fraternity for ever 
and that the same penalty be inflicted on those who are three 
times warned to come to their common assembly and do not 
come unless they have some reasonable impediment as is above 
said and that one of the company be elected by common consent 
to make those warnings.

It is likewise ordained and assented that no one be hence 
forth received into the company except by assent of the founders 
or those who shall afterwards be in their place who shall assent 
thereto and if any impediment be brought against him by one 
of the company that it be heard on that day and adjourned until 
their next assembly so that the cause be openly disclosed and 
tried among the company and that assent be given by all to that 
which the greater part agree.

And then afterwards our lord the King grandfather of the 
King that now is of his special grace by his letters patent19 
granted to the said Raulf and the others aforesaid licence to 
purchase £20 worth of land and rent in Leycestre and in the 
suburbs thereof and to found a chantry of four chaplains to 
celebrate divine service and to give the said land and rent to 
the said chaplains to have to them and their successors for ever 
as in the copy of the said letters patent which follows more fully 
appears.

(Latin)
Edward by the grace of God King of England and France 

and Lord of Ireland To all to whom the present letters shall 
come greeting Know ye that of our special grace and for forty

Patent roll, 23 Edw. iii, pt. 2, m. 4; also 25 Edw. Hi, pt. 1, m. 37.
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marks paid to us by our beloved and faithful Ralph de Ferers 
chivaler John Hay ward of Leycestre " receyvour " Gilbert le 
Avener John Porter clerk Geoffrey de Kent Roger Knyght- 
cote John Martyn John de Elmeshale Richard Leuerych Thomas 
de Beby John Cu senior John de Louseby senior William de Dun- • 
stable William de Humberston John de Petlyng mercer William de 
Wakefeld John Cu junior Richard de Stafford Robert de Couentre 
and Roger del Waynhous of Leycestre have granted and given 
licence for us and our heirs as much as in us is to the same Ralph 
John Gilbert John Geoffrey Roger John John Richard Thomas 
John John William William John William John Richard Robert 
and Roger that they may found a certain chantry of four chap 
lains to celebrate divine service daily for ever in honour of the 
precious body of our Lord Jesus Crist and of the glorious Virgin 
Mary his mother and of All Saints in the church of St. Martin 
of Leycestre for the health of our estate and of our beloved and 
faithful kinsman Henry earl of Lancaster Henry de Walton 
archdeacon of Richemund and of the aforesaid Ralph John Gil 
bert John Geoffrey Roger John John Richard Thomas John John 
William William John William John Richard Robert and Roger 
while we live and for our soul and the souls of the said earl and 
the aforesaid archdeacon Ralph John Gilbert John Geoffrey 
Roger John John Richard Thomas John John William William 
John William John Richard Robert and Roger when we shall 
have departed this life and also for the souls of our progenitors 
formerly Kings of England and for the souls of the ancestors 
of the aforesaid earl and of the said archdeacon and of all others 
above named and of other benefactors of the chantry aforesaid 
and of all the faithful departed and that they may give and 
assign to the aforesaid chaplains lands tenements and rent to 
the value of twenty pounds yearly with the appurtenances in 
Leycestre and the suburbs thereof which are not20 held of us in 
chief To have and to hold to them and their successors chap 
lains of the same chantry who shall celebrate in form aforesaid 
for their sustenance for ever And we have also likewise given 
special licence to the same chaplains that they may receive and 
hold the lands tenements and rent aforesaid with the appur 
tenances from the aforesaid Ralph John Gilbert John Geoffrey

20" non " (interlined).
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Roger John John Richard Thomas John John William William 
John William John Richard Robert and Roger to themselves 
and their successors) aforesaid as is aforesaid in the tenor of these 
present The statute21 published concerning the not putting 
lands and tenements into a dead hand notwithstanding Pro 
vided that it appear by the inquisitions thereof to be made in 
due form and rightly22 to be returned into the chancery of us 
or our heirs that this may be done without harm and prejudice 
of us or of our heirs or of any others whomsoever In witness 
whereof we have caused these our letters patent to be made 
Witness ourself at Westminster the nineteenth day of August 
in the twenty third year of our reign of England but of France 
the tenth23.

(French)
And then afterwards the said Rauf and others aforesaid 

purchased 6 messuages and one shop and one piece of land to 
the value of £6 8s. Id. and 32s. of rent and the rent of one cock 
and 15 hens by the year in the said town of Leycestre and the 
suburbs thereof with their own goods and the goods of other 
benefactors to the said fraternity with intent to amortise24 the 
said lands and tenements in sustenance of the chaplains afore 
said in case they might have licence of our lord the King and 
of the mediate lords and others whom it concerns or to sell the 
said land and tenements and to apply the profit thereof made 
for the souls of the founders and benefactors of the fraternity 
aforesaid or to enfeoff certain other persons of the land and 
tenements aforesaid for to da and perform the said things in 
manner aforesaid.

And forasmuch as all the said cofeoffees except the said 
Rauf are dead and none of the land or tenements aforesaid 
amortised in manner abovesaid the said Rauf has enfeoffed Henry 
de Beby Thomas Wakefeld William Humberston25 Rauf

2iThe Statute of Mortmain.
22" rite " (interlined).
MThe 19th of August, 1349.
24Amortise = purchase in mortmain.
25William Humberston, cutler, was one of the town bailiffs in 1376-7,

burgess in parliament in 1378, and mayor in 1390-1. Records, ii, 401,
450, 461 and 448.
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Fissher26 John Cook27 John London88 Adam Shopp' John 
Sporiour Thomas Wynger and William Tumour to perform and 
accomplish the said conditions and things in manner abovesaid.

Item the brothers and sisters of the said fraternity found a 
chaplain for the first four years and ever since the said four 
years have found two chaplains singing divine service and they 
have been wont to have two wardens elected from among them 
to govern the said fraternity until now.

Item the said Henry de Beby and Thomas Wakefeld now 
wardens of the said fraternity have neither goods nor chattels 
in possession except to the value of 20s. for the sustenance of 
the chaplains aforesaid.

Item at the feast of the body of our Lord Jesus Crist in 
reverence for that same feast the said brethren and sisters have29 
been wont every one of them to carry a torch going in procession 
with the said precious body of our Lord Jesus Crist sometimes 
in one train and after the procession so made in reverence for 
the same feast they have been wont sometimes to be at a meal 
together every one paying for his raiment and food.

[Endorsed] Leycestr'.

26Ralph Fisher was one of the two town bailiffs in 1378-9, an'd mayor in
1397-8. Ibid., ii, 450 and 448. 

27John Cook the younger was a burgess in parliament in 1388. Ibid., ii,
461. 

28j0hn London was a burgess in parliament in 1401, and mayor in 1402-3.
Ibid., ii, 462 and 448. 

29" ont" (interlined).



St. Margaret's Record
(1389)

Chancery Miscellanea 39/72 
Translation 
(French)

LEYCESTRE [Fraternity of St. Margaret I] 1

This is the certificate by Richard de Thryngston2 and 
Nicholas de Lisle of Leycestre wardens of the fraternity 
begun in honour of our Lord Jesus Crist and his sweet 
mother Saint Mary Saint Margaret and Saint Katherine 
in the church of Saint Margaret of Leycestre.

Firstly Richard de Beby3 of Leycester Rauf de Shulton 
Robert Parker Master John Porter Henry Edmund4 William 
Waynhous5 Henry de Badde [sl]e W[ill]iam de Glen John de 
Stokton John de Knaptoft John Dekene John de Sleford and 
Henry de Walton ordained and began the said fraternity upon 
the articles under written and in the manner which follows. 
(Latin)

In the name of Almighty God and of the blessed Mary his 
mother and in honour of Saints Margaret and Katharine this

!These words have become very illegible. They look like : " ff . . . er'e 
s . . . . garte "

2Richard Thringston in 1378-9 went two or three times to Nottingham on 
public business in which the duke of Lancaster (John of Gaunt) was 
concerned. On one of these visits, he and the mayor of Leicester, 
who accompanied him, were presented to the duke. Records, ii, 
169-71.

SRichard Beeby, burgess in parliament in 1341 and 1348, belonged to a 
wealthy family of mercers, one of whom, Thomas, whose will was 
proved in 1884, left rrioney to this gild and also to the gild of St. 
Michael. Billson, 155-6.

"Henry Edmund, a dyer, had interests in St. Margaret's parish. Records, 
ii, 400.

swilliam Wainhouse was a relative, perhaps a brother, of John the 
receiver, one of the founders of the Corpus Christi gild. Billson, 
154-5. (The other founders appear to have been men of some means 
connected with the parish; references to most of them are to be 
found in the second volume of the Records).
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society is founded in the twenty ninth year of the reign of King
Edward the Third and thirteen founders are ordained by the same 
society and of the aforesaid founders two shall be superiors to 
rule and regulate the whole society The founders and superiors 
indeed with the whole society appointed two priests to celebrate 
in the church of the Blessed Margaret of Leicester at the altar 
of the Blessed Mary in honour of God and of the Blessed 
Mary and of Saints Margaret and Katharine for all the brethren 
and sisters and their benefactors.

Item the aforesaid brethren and sisters ordained that they 
will meet together twice in the year at the feasts of Saints Mar 
garet and Katharine to hear high mass and likewise to make 
offering and at the aforesaid feast of Saint Margaret all of the 
society who wish it and are also able are clothed6 and eat together 
and on the morrow they likewise meet to make account and 
every one to pay, for his expenses.

Item it is ordained that if any one of the brethren or sisters 
die within the town of Leicester he7 shall have a hearse8 with 
torches in the parish church where he dies and that all the 
brethren and sisters be likewise at the obsequies and on the 
morrow at the mass if they have been forewarned by the superiors.

Item it is ordained that none of the brethren shall receive or 
make any brother or sister without the consent of the founders 
superiors or brethren of the whole society.

Item if any one of the brethren or sisters be in poverty by 
infirmity or by robbers or by false men or by fire or by water 
he shall have the help of the society.

Item if any one of the founders die that the other founders 
will ordain a new founder to complete the number.

Item it is ordained that one priest shall celebrate mass in 
the morning and the other mass at noon by ordinance of the 
founders and superiors of the society.

Item if any one of the brethren or sisters die within the space 
of twelve leagues9 around the town of Leicester their fellows

6Clothed = wearing the livery of the gild. 
7" habeat " = he (or she) shall have. 
8Hearse = a framework in which tapers were placed. 
9The medieval league was equal to about one modern statutory mile and 

a half.
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will bring him or her to the town of Leicester with torches and 
will have mass and a hearse in the aforesaid church of St. 
Margaret.

(French)
And then afterwards the said Richard de Beby and the others 

aforesaid purchased certain lands and tenements in the town of 
Leycestre and the suburbs thereof with their own goods and the 
goods of other benefactors to the said fraternity with intent to 
amortise10 the said lands and tenements for the sustenance of 
the chaplains aforesaid in case they were able to get licence from 
our lord the King and from other mediate lords and from others 
whom it concerns or to sell the said lands and tenements and 
use the profit thereof taken for the souls of the founders and 
benefactors of the fraternity aforesaid or to enfeoff certain other 
persons of the lands and tenements aforesaid in order to do and 
perform the said things in the manner abovesaid To the which 
Richard de Beby and the others aforesaid our said lord the King 
grandfather of our lord the King that now is of his especial 
grace by his letters patent11 granted licence to found a chantry 
of two chaplains singing divine service and to give the said lands 
and tenements to the said chaplains to have to them and their 
successors for ever as in the copy of the said letters patent which 
follow more fully appears the which land and tenements are only 
of the value of 14 marks12 yearly of the which Richard and the 
others aforesaid all are dead except the said John de Stokton 
and John Knaptoft13 who are now seised of the said lands and 
tenements without anything being amortised of the said lands or14 
tenements to the said chantry by virtue of the said letters 
patent.

(Latin)
Edward by the grace of God King of England and France 

and Lord of Ireland To all to whom the present letters may 
come greeting Although by the common council of our realm of

10Amortise = purchase in mortmain.
"See Patent Roll, 29 Edw. Ill, pt. 1, m. 17.
12 £9 6s. Sd.
13" Job. de Kaptoft, dexter ", i.e., dyer, entered the eild merchant in

1343-4. AHartopp, 38. 
I"" ou " (interlined).
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England it is decreed that it is not lawful for religious men or 
others to enter upon any one's fee so that it come to a dead hand 
without our licence and that of the chief lord from whom that 
thing is immediately held nevertheless for ten pounds which 
Richard de Beby of Leycestre will pay to us we have granted to 
the same Richard and to Ralph de Shulton Robert Porter Master 
John Porter Henry Edmund William Waynhous Henry de 
Baddesle William de Glen John de Stokton John de Knaptoft 
John Dekene John de Sleford and Henry de Walton that they 
may found a certain chantry of two chaplains who shall celebrate 
divine service daily in honour of our Lord Jesus Crist and of the 
Blessed Mary and of Saints Margaret and Katherine in the 
church of the Blessed Margaret of Leycestre for the health of 
the estate of the same Richard Ralph Robert John Henry William 
Henry William John John John John and Henry and of all the 
brethren and sisters of the fraternity of the! Blessed Margaret and 
Katherine while they live and for their souls when they shall 
have departed this life and for the soul of Master William de15 
Couele and of all ancestors and benefactors of the same chantry 
and of all the faithful departed and that they may give and assign 
to the same chaplains twelve messuages twenty five shops four 
tofts eight acres and sixty perches of land16 and two acres of 
meadow and sixty shillings and ninepence three farthings of 
rent and a rent of one cock twenty three hens and three wood 
cocks with the appurtenances in Leycestre and the suburbs of 
the same town To have and to hold to the same chaplains and 
to the chaplains their successors in part of their sustentation 
who shall celebrate divine service daily for ever in the church 
aforesaid for the estate and benefactors and souls aforesaid 
according to the ordinance of the same Richard and his fellows 
aforesaid in this behalf to be made And to the same chaplains 
by the tenor of these present we have likewise given special 
licence that they may receive and hold the messuages shops tofts 
land meadow and rent aforesaid with the appurtenances from 
the aforesaid Richard Ralph Robert John Henry William Henry 
William John John John John and Henry to themselves and 
their successors aforesaid for ever as is aforesaid The statute

is" de " (interlined). 
is" terre " (interlined).
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aforesaid notwithstanding Not willing that the aforesaid Richard 
Ralph17 Robert John Henry William Henry William John John 
John John and Henry or their heirs or the aforesaid chaplains 
or their successors by reason of the same statute be in any wise 
disturbed or harmed therein by us or our heirs saving neverthe* 
less the services therefor due and accustomed to the chief lords 
of that fee In witness whereof we have caused these our letters 
patent to be made Witness ourself at Westminster the tenth 
day of February in the 29th year of our reign of England but of 
our reign of France the 16th18 .

Item the brethren of the said fraternity have found the said 
two chaplains singing divine service ever since and they have been 
wont to have two wardens elected from among them to govern 
the said fraternity until now.

Item Richard de Thryngston and Nicholas del Isle wardens 
of the said fraternity have neither goods nor chattels in possession 
for the sustenance of the chaplains aforesaid.

Item the said brethren have no livery nor are they wont to eat 
together nor to congregate or assemble except in the manner as 
is above said.

"" Radulfus " .interlined). 
February, 1854-5.



Assumption Record—All Saints
(1389)

Chancery Miscellanea 39/80 
Translation

GILD OF LEYCESTRE. 
(Latin)
Noi date. Pursuant to the statute of 12 Ric. II.

Certificate of the gild of the fraternity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Mary in the church of All Saints of Leycestre made 
by virtue of the writ of our lord the King proclaimed in the 
county of Leycestre and returned by Geoffrey Clerc1 and William 
Moorton2 wardens of the same into the chancery of our lord the 
King in form and manner as follows.

The gild or fraternity aforesaid was founded3 in honor of 
the glorious Assumption of the Virgin Mary for divine service 
and charity and it* began thus.

Henry . . . .eter4 Robert Poutrel5 and William Edelyn6 yet 
living and seventeen others who are dead seeing that except the 
vicar there were no chaplains in the church aforesaid agreed among 
themselves that every one of them would give one penny every 
Sunday until they should have a vestment a chalice and a missal 
and other ornaments of the altar And when they had these 
things others entered and then they ordained among themselves

iGeoffrey Clerk, alias Okeham, was mayor in 1391-2, and between 1384
and 1394 was five times chosen to represent Leicester in parliament.
Records, ii, 448 and 461. 

2William Morton was one of the parliamentary representatives in 1388,
Geoffrey Clerk being the other. Ibid., ii, 461. 

3The date of foundation is not known, but the gild was in existence in
1346. Ibid., ii, Ixi. 

4Henry Ledbeter entered the gild merchant in 1354-5, and in 1354 his
name appears in a tallage roll, under the heading Quartrona
Borialis. Ibid., ii, 99 and 94. 

sThe name of Robert Poutrell occurs in the same tallage roll, also in the
section for the north quarter of the town. 

6William Edelyn, who was a carpenter, in 1392 had a tenement in the
parish of All Saints. Ibid., ii, 207, 398, etc.
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that they would have one chaplain to celebrate for them and for 
the souls of all faithful departed and that every one of them would 
pay a proportion of the salary And afterwards so many entered 
that they had two chaplains.

Item that if any one of those brethren should be troubled by 
infirmity so long that he could not support himself they would 
all make contribution of their own for his sufficient sustenance 
until by the grace of God he should recover from that infirmity.

Item that if any one of them should be despoiled by robbers 
or impoverished by fire or any other misfortune so that he could 
not by his own [possessions]7 be relieved unless it has been by 
his own fault or negligence they would all make contribution for 
the relief of any so impoverished according to his estate and the 
exigence of necessity out of their own.

And if any one of the brethren aforesaid should die within 
the town all and singular will be present at his funeral and mass 
and make offering for his soul And every one of them pay one 
penny to be bestowed upon the poor for his soul And if he 
should die outside the town then within three days after his death 
has been intimated they will cause mass to be solemnly celebrated 
for his soul and the souls of all faithful departed And there they 
will offer any pay as is above declared.

And because many seemed formerly too remiss in their pay 
ment whereby others were overmuch burdened they ordained 
among themselves that every one should be sworn faithfully to 
pay the aforesaid contribution according to his power.

And hereupon they elected two who should hire suitable 
chaplains and collect their salaries and also the other contribution 
for the sustenance and relief of the infirm and impoverished as 
is aforesaid who should faithfully account as well for receipts as 
for expenses.

Item that all and singular be present at mass on the feast 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary8 and there make offering 
and eat and drink together And on the morrow of the same feast 
every one of them shall make satisfaction for his dinner and for 
the salary of the said chaplains and the sustenance and relief of

7 " a suo proprio " 8The fifteenth of August.
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the said infirm and impoverished persons according to their 
share9 as it shall appear by the account of the said collectors.

And because the aforesaid yearly contribution seemed bur 
densome to many some of them jointly acquired tenements and 
assigned their tenants that they might pay yearly the rent pro 
ceeding thereform for themselves to the said collectors in place 
of the aforesaid contribution so long as it shall please them 
And if those rents should not suffice for the aforesaid con 
tributions then on the morrow of the said feast they shall pay 
of their own in proportion according as it shall be intimated to 
them by the aforesaid collectors And others who assigned no 
rent shall make continual contribution And this manner and 
form of the rule of the congregation of feasts and assemblies is 
continued to this day10 .

And the aforesaid gild has no lands or tenements rents or 
possessions nor is anyone enfeoffed of such to the use of the said 
gild.

And the aforesaid gild has no goods or chattels except a 
vestment chalice and missal and other ornaments of the altar 
according to the manner and form above expressed.

9" juxta ratam ".
i°In a conveyance of 1352, a cottage " in the east suburb, i.e., in Hum- 

berstonegate ", is described as " lying in the said street between 
the cottages of Rob. Hose and of John Hose, stretching from the 
sai'd street to the land of the Blessed Mary of the church of All 
Saints. Another conveyance, of a messuage in St. Margaret's 
parish, dated 20 June, 1361, mentions, as payable by the owner, 
" rent 3d. to Sir John the Barker, chaplain, John of Peckleton, 
John of Stafford, Rob. Poutrell, David the Leadbeater and Henry 
the Leadbeater, their heirs and assigns, for the use of S't. Mary of , 
the church of All Saints " Other references of a similar kin* are to *-l 
be found in conveyances of the period. Records, ii, 396, 398, etc. [



Corpus Christ! Augmentation Office 
Chantry Certificates 31 (70) '*

Translation 
(Latin)

Chantry of Corpus Christi in the 
town of Leicester is worth in

Rents and farms of all tenements and 
cottages within the town of Leicester to the 
aforesaid Chantry appertaining as particu 
larly appears by the rental thereof made 
and renewed by the year

The farm of divers other tenements') 
cottages and gardens there demised to 
divers persons by indenture as particularly 
appears by the rental aforesaid thereof 
made and renewed by the year

Rents of assize of divers free tenants 
there as particularly appears by the rental 
aforesaid thereof made and renewed

£18 17s.

19s. 8d.

1- £27 19W.

£6 14s. \\±d.

The farm of the mansion with the \ 
garden to the same appertaining situate on 
the western side of the church of the Blessed [ 
Mary2 there worth by the year j

10s.

*The sums placed in round brackets in this and the next certificate are 
interlined in the original MSS.

!This Augmentation Office certificate and the one that follows it sum 
marise the financial and other facts concerning the gilds of Corpus 
Christi and St. Margaret, as these were understood by the com 
missioners who visited Leicester in 1547-8. The commissioners are 
referred to in the borough chamberlains' account for that year. See 
Records, iii, 56.

2The church of St. Mary de Castro. The mansion would be near to 
Leicester castle.
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Reprises, to wit in
Rents resolute to divers persons fol-' 

lowing, namely, to our lord the King for 
divers small rents issuing out of divers 
tenements of his aforesaid duchy of Lan 
caster (7s. lO^d.) . To William Ouerede 
gentleman issuing out of certain lands in 
Southeffeld3 (I2d.) To the aforesaid lord the j 
King as of his duchy of Lancaster afore 
said for divers other small rents (12s. 9jd.) 
To the same lord the King as in right of the 
late monastery of Leicester4 (7s.) To 
divers other persons (12s. 5d.) In all as 
particularly appears more fully in the rental 
aforesaid by the year J

The decay of divers empty tenements j 
there by the year f

The stipend of Henry Grynnys5 ') 
chaplain celebrating divine service in the I 
church there by the year I

The stipend of John Foster chaplain | 
there by the year j

The obits and alms to be yearly ex-1 
pended therel by the year J

The fee of the steward or bailiff there ) 
by the year j

Money paid for wine wax and lights \ 
as well as for the aforesaid two chaplains 
(5s. 6d.) as for one other chaplain cele 
brating the mass called " Jhesus Masse" 
within the church aforesaid (4s.) to be yearly 
expended by the year

i. 41s. Id.

17s. 8d.

£18, 7s.
£5, 6s. 8d.

£2, 3s. Id.

20s-

9s. 6d.

3The South Field was one of three open fields of Leicester. See 
Transactions Leics. Arcli&ological Society, xiv, pt. i, 16 et seq.

4The abbey of St. Mary in the meadows beyond the Soar.
5This name has been printed as " Grymes " and " Grimes ". Miss 

Salisbury, however, is satisfied that it appears in the original as it 
is now printed. The name may be the same as " Greenish " = 
Greenwich. See Professor Weekley's Romance of Names, 39.
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Repairs upon divers tenements there 
made yearly by the year

And there remains clear by the year 
£8, 14s. 7jd.

j 8s. lid.)

Transcript
Founded by Wylliam Humberston and John Eve6 the yonger 

vnder the lycensi of Kyng Edward the iijde7 to thentent to Fynde 
iiijor prestes to celebrate Dyvyne seruyce within the parisshe 
churche of saynt Martin in Leicester and to pray For the 
Founders soules in whiche parisshe ys D Houselyng peaple 
or aboue and no mo prestes but only the Viker whose stypende 
or Lyvyng ys so sore Decayed that he ys not able to Fynde any 
other preste to serue there so that withowte the Helpe of the 
seyde Chauntrye preste many of the seyd parissyoners in tyme 
of sycknesse shalbe lyke to perisshe withowte the ryghtes of the 
churche Also the churchwardens with A L,euen8 other honeste 
men of the seyde parisshe hathe the presentacyon and eleccyon 
df the same And at thys present tyme there ar but ij of the 
seyde iiij or prestes no we synging For that the rentes of the 
same ar so Ferr in Decaye and lesse of rent then thay haue here 
to Fore bene, And there be no landes or possessions solde or 
Alyenated syns the tyme before lymyted9 And A Inventory10 of 
the same Hereafter Dothe Appere.

6Though this name, which North gives as " Ive ", certainly appears in 
the original as it is printed above, there is no 'doubt that John Cook 
junior was the person associated with Humberston and the rest in 
1349. See next footnote.

7This is not the date of the original foundation (1343), but of the acqui 
sition of additional properties in 1349, when Humberston, the 
younger Cook and others joined the fraternity. O.T.H., 35.

8A Leuen = eleven.
SThe 4th of February, 1535-6 (27 Hen. VIII).
10There is now no inventory.



St. Margaret's Augmentation Office 
Chantry Certificates 31 (68)

37 Hen. VIII 
Translation
(Latin)

The gild of St. Margaret of Leicester is worth in

Rent and farm of all lands and tene 
ments to the .gild aforesaid appertaining 
situate and being in the town of Leicester 
as particularly appears by the rental thereof 
made and renewed by the year

The farm of the "'Haule >Jl of the same 
gild together with 2 chambers wherein 2 
chaplains of the gild aforesaid now dwell 
and 1 garden with an orchard valued by 
the year

Reprises to wit in

Rent resolute of divers persons fol 
lowing, namely to our lord the King as to 
his duchy of Lancaster issuing out of certain 
lands in Belgrave gate (30s. 9$d.) To the 
same issuing out of divers tenements 
in Northgate (25. 8d.) To the same issuing 
out of 2 pieces of land in Towne Dycke 
(6d.) To the keeper of the castle there as 
parcel of the duchy aforesaid (15d.) To 
William Gressham issuing out of a piece 
in Belgrave gate (20d.) To the college of 
the Blessed Mary2 there (4d.) and to Master

t- £19, 10s.

20s.

£20,10s.
whereof

I- 37s.

!>£13, lls.SW.

iThe situation of St. Margaret's gildhall is explained, as nearly as it can
be, in the introduction. 

2Probably the college of canons in the church of St. Mary de Castro.
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Nethermyll issuing out of a piece of land 
in Belgrave gate aforesaid (9d.) in all by 
the year

The fee of the bailiff or collector of j 
rents there by the year ) *'

The stipends of 2 chaplains there to each ) />i 0 10 
of them 106s. Sd. by the year in all 1 ' '

And there remains clear by the year £6, 18s. lOd.

(English)
Founded By Kyng Rycharde the seconde3 incorporate in the 

name of ij custos or masters of the same yelde and to thentent 
to Fynde ij prestes to celebrate Dyvyne seruyce within the seyde 
churche of saynt Margrett and to praye For the Founders solles 
and there hathe bene no landes solde or Alienated syns the tyme 
before lymyted4 And the Inventory5 of the same Here after 
Dothe appere.

'This refers to what may be called the refoundation after the 1388 enquiry. 
"The 4th of February, 1535-6. 
6The inventory does not appear.




